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Old Bergen Church 
Bergen and Highland Avonv.es 
Jersey City, Hudson County, HOY/ Jersey 

Owner: 'Fo.e  hinistor, aiders, and Deacons of the Reformed 
Dutch Congregation of Bergen in Her/ Jersey 

Date of Erection:  1841 

Architect: 

Builder:     V/illiam II*  Kirk and Company^   and  Olarh and 
Van  ITest  "both   of  Ilewark 

Pre sent  C cndl t ion;     B;:cc llent 

Hmubsr  of  Stories:     One  with gallery and tower 

Materials   of  Construction;     Foundation - hrev;nstone 

Exterior v;alls   -  front  and 
c o liuxn. o  h r i c 1 -:,   s tu c c o e d; 
rest  of  structure  brown- 
s t one 

Interior walls 

Inside chirmey 

Roof   -  pitch 

plaster 

[Historical Dat; 

Old Bergen Church v/as the first  church in Hew 
Jersey and the sixth congregation, of   the 'Dutch lief OVT.IGCI 
Church in America*  fhe date 16G0 is the accepted one 
for the first church organisation; this is the sane year 
as the founding of tho settlement of Bergen,  However, 
the earliest record concerns the year 1662 when four 
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hundred and seventeen guilders (T166.00) was raised 
by tax for the erection of the church*  This record 
is In the Secretary of State's Office at Albany. 
Two years later It is recorded that there were nine 
r.iale &zi&  eighteen female common!cants of the church. 

Th e first c hur c h , a s far a s v; e I ai ov/, T; a s 
a Ion; structure,  The exact location is "uncertain, 
but it Is suK^isod that it stood east of Borgen 
Avenue and Vroon Street,  In 1680 a church of stone 
"13.3  erected costing two thousand six hundred and 
twelve guilders*  It was octagonal to a point 
surmounted oy  a vane "bearing a rooster,  floe bell- 
ringer was in the center of the church,  The pews 
around the wall were occupied by the men and the 
women occupied chairs In the center.  The second 
building was erected in 1773 on the corner of Vroon. 
and Bergen.  It stood In the second cemetery. 

In 1841 it was decided to build a. new 
church, the present structure*  for July 12, 1G41, 
the church records contain the following entry: 

"Resolved that the Old Parsonage be taken 
down to make room for the new Church 
Ddlfice and that the Building Committee 
use the materials to the best advantage 
they can." 

The contracts were executed on July 22, 1341, and the 
cornerstone was laid August 2G of that year.  The 
building committee according to the church records 
was Jacob D« Van Winkle, Oarrit Sip, and Abraham Yree- 
land.  The heverend gr, Taylor, who was the dowtmie 
at the time of the building, describes the now 
structure as follows; 

"The edifice, sixty-four feet in width, by 
eighty-four feet in depth, with a wortloo 
of ten feet in front, is of stone, except- 
ing only the front and columns of the 
portico, which are of brick, coated with 
stucco.  It Is surmounted with a cupola 
of due proportions.  The whole, suitably 
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ornamental ana convenient, 
hundred ana forty-four pev;s on the floor, 
seventy-eight on the galleries - capable 
seating comfortably 1200 persons," 

In the south elevation are to be found the corner- 
stones of the first and second churchy plus that 
of the present one.  The three stones are placed 
horizontally.  The top one reads - "1680 V/. Dayri, 
Bay was the builder of the octagonal church; he 
v/as also one of the builders of the church at 
I-Iackensach (17J-4). ^fio   second stone is inscribed - 
"herh C-erbouv/t In Her Yaer 1680 Ilor Bouv/t in Hot 
Yaer 1773" ("Church built in year 1680 This built 
in year 1775"} and below that "c; 1341".  In 1382 
an annex v/as added to the rear of the churc3i. 

Although the congregation v/as established 
in 1560-4, it v/as not until 1753 that a permanent 
Tiiinister v/as obtained.  The Reverend William Jachson 
v/as, hov/evcr, not installed until 1757.  Since that 
date, the church has been served by six clergymen; 
the six arc the Reverends Jachson, Cornelius, Taylor, 
Amnernan, Drctt, and Glee. 

3 ib 1:1 ogr aphy: 

Taylor,   Benjamin C.    Annals   of  tlie   CdLassis_ 
of  gergen  of _the .^l^,PJ^ne^.J^^cjl .Pjk^r_9_fr_  
Hew York,  Board  of publication  of  the 
Reformed  Protestant Dutch Church,  nmc?it 
(c  1857) 

Van -Tinkle,   Daniel   (Rditor)    III .story  of_ the 
IJanicloaIij^LjQSi  of  Hudson  County;,_.:ipv/  Jersey 
IGStT^fffT'  3  Volumes     ifev; Xorh,   Lev/is 
Historical Publishing Connany,   1924 

Demarest,  T.  II.  S.   (Editor)     Tercentenary 
Studios   1928 Reformed  Church Tn "lAiiierica" _ 
Published by" the  Church,   1923 
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Shav;,  \7» E»     History  or Essex and Hudson 
Counties,  Hey/  Jersey    2  Volumes     Philadelphia, 
"Everts  ancT~Pec 1:,   1884: 

G'Callaghan,   E.   B.     ^^.^Qcu^'^^y ff.s.ft,0.rX 
or  the__State   of jTev^ gp?Ij:    4 Volumes 
TQ'b'any,   1851 

Eaton,   Harriet  Phillips     Jersey City and Its 
.Histor 1 c Sites     Jersey City Y/omen1 s Club, 
n.'d. 

yillor,  Bt  V,    _Ber^en.and  Jersey City and 
Historical Souvenir  of the 250th Anniversary 
_of  the Pounding   of Bergen   Tersey City, 
Free" Public  Library,   1910 

Richardson, \'I Jersey Citv,  A Study of 
Its Bo^inninyj Its .g-rovrfchi. and_ I ts_..C;estiny 
Jersey  City,   Jersey  Journal,   l£27 

History of Hudson County and  the .Old VIHg.f]_e 
of_ gox'f:en       Jersey  City,   The  Trust   Company 
of  Hev:   Jersey,     r_,d.   (c   1921) 

Si';vi<0UP VilLHAI'S,   F,A#I»A« 
District  Officer 
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